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ACTION HA-05 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-10 IO-13 ISO-OO VO-05 INSE-00 
SSO-OO /046 W 

095162 120925Z/15 

O P 120839Z APR 78 

FM AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9872 

AMEMBASSY OSLO IMMEDIATE 

INFO AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR PRIORITY 

USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 

AMCONSUL FRANKFURT PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HONG KONG 4608 

FRANKFURT PASS INS 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: NORWEGIAN SHIP WITH VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 
REF: STATE 092847 (NOTAL) 

1 . GUIDANCE PROVIDED BY REFTEL WAS PASSED TO HKG POLITICAL ADVISOR. 
HE REPLIED HE UNDERSTOODDEPT'S HESITATION TO MAKE EXCEPTION, BUT 
THAT HE WAS PLEASED PROBLEM DID NOT IN FACT ARISE AT THIS TIME. 

WE ALSO GAVE SAME INFORMATION TO NORWEGIAN CONSUL GENERAL, 

HONG KONG IMMIGRATION DEPT (HKID) AND ICEM HONG KONG. 

2. ALL 71 REFUGEES ARE SCHEDULED TO DEPART HONG KONG FOR NORWAY ON 
APRIL 12. THEY WILL ARRIVE IN OSLO ON APRIL 13. 

3. NORWEGIAN CONSUL GENERAL INFORMED US THAT THE REFUGEES ARE 
PROCEEDING TO NORWAY WITHOUT VISAS (ICEM NOMINAL ROLE ONLY) AND 
THAT HIS GOVT WILL CONSIDER NORWAY AS COUNTRY OF FIRST ASYLUM. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 HONG K 04608 12091 1Z 

HE BELIEVES THAT HIS GOVT WILL ASK UNHCR DISCUSS 
WITH REFUGEES POSSIBILITIES OF RESETTLEMENT IN 
NORWAY AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 

4. POSSIBILITY OF THESE REFUGEES GOING TO MACAU WAS 
FORECLOSED ON APRIL 8 WHEN HKID TOLD NORWEGIAN CONSUL 
GENERAL THAT REFUGEES COULD COME TO HONG KONG FOR 
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NORWEGIAN PROCESSING. HE ACCEPTED THIS OFFER 

QUICKLY (HE WAS UNDER PRESSURE TO FIND SOLUTION 
SOONEST) AND ASKED ICEM ARRANGE MOVEMENT TO 
NORWAY. 

SHOESMITH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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